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made a dramatic decision to disband his ashram a and to
organize a march with, a band of his followers in order to
demonstrate the power of individual civil disobedience. He
declared it to be " a fresh sacred mission in life " to which
only those would be invited who were prepared to go through
the ordeal of suffering. In a letter to the Government he
unfolded his programme of individual civil disobedience and
offered the immovable property belonging to the ashram,
worth about £27,000, and movable property (including cash),
estimated at about £23,000, to the Government. In appeal-
ing to his countrymen he wrote that " without civil dis-
obedience there is no safety and no freedom. Civil dis-
obedience can become impregnable only in the manner
pointed out by me " ; and to Englishmen his appeal was to
the effect that if they wanted peace and goodwill in India,
the Government should discard the policy of ruling India by
Ordinance.
But the Government did not allow him to carry out his
plan this time. They pointed out that there was no real
distinction between mass and individual civil disobedience,
and that the campaign planned by Gandhi would lead to
mass disobedience. He was therefore arrested on the eve
of the proposed march under the Bombay Special (Emer-
gency) Powers Act of 1932. While the abandonment of his
ashram and his arrest excited world sympathy, they did
not assist in solving the dilemma in which the Con-
gress found itself. It was then in a " paralytic state of
bewilderment/' The decision of the acting President to
dissolve the Congress organizations and start individual
civil disobedience was regarded by the majority of its
members as a futile policy. In any case, the Government
realized that the vital spark of the movement had been
extinguished and it would not be long before the Congress
finally abandoned its barren policy of civil disobedience and
non-co-operation.
On his  return to the prison,  Gandhi found that the
1 Seminary at Sabarmati, near Ahmedabad.

